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“L’Origine de la tendresse” and Other Tales, dir. Various, 97 min. 
 
The World According to Shorts presents a program of six notable French short films, featuring a 
broad range of styles and genres, from animation to fiction to documentary, reflecting the diversity of 
both the visions of contemporary French filmmakers and the people of France—from foundry 
workers in Brest to Algerian immigrants transplanted to Paris; from the malaise of la vie quotidienne 
for an upper-class married couple to flirtatious youths in the capital’s Metro system.  
 
Titles include  

• “Kitchen” by Alice Winocour;  
• “Gratte-papier” (Pen-Pusher) by Guillaume Martinez;  
• “Ma mere: Histoire d’une immigration” (My Mother: Story of an Immigration) by Felipe 

Canales;  
• “Je suis une voix” (One Voice, One Vote) by Jeanne Paturle and Cécile Rousset; 
• “La dernière journée” (The Last Day) by Olivier Bourbeillon; and  
• “L’Origine de la tendresse” by Alain-Paul Mallard.   

 
Between them, the films have been honored with numerous awards and nominations at festivals from 
Cannes to Berlin to Montreal and beyond. 
 

 
This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department 

of Cultural Affairs, and the generous support of Unifrance USA. 
 

    
 



 
 

“L’origine de la tendresse” and Other Tales – Program Notes 
 

 

Pen-Pusher, dir. Guillaume Martinez, 8 min. 
A day like any other in the Parisian metro - or so it seems. 
A young man reads. A young woman is seated next to him. 
They have nothing in common, yet they will be introduced 
in an unexpected fashion. 
Silver Bear, Berlin Film Festival 

  

 

My Mother, Story of an Immigration, dir. Felipe Canales, 
15 min. 
This is a story of her mother who left Algeria in 1956 to 
reunite with her husband in Paris. The story of an 
immigrant mother. It also is the story of three generations 
of women: her mother, Zehira’s; her daughters'; her 
granddaughters'. 

  

 

 
One Voice, One Vote, dir. Jeanne Paturle & Cecile 
Rousset, 13 min. 
In the run-up to the 2007 presidential elections, a look at 
the importance of voting. 

The min.  
 

 

 
The Last Day, dir. Olivier Bourbeillon, 12 min.  
On July the 1st 2005, the 1867 Schneider and Co power 
hammer N°125 ceased operating at the former smithy of 
the Brest military harbour. This is the story of the machine 
and its workers' last working day. 
 

  

 

LÕOrigine de la tendresse, dir. Alain-Paul Mallard, 32 min. 
Elise is a quiet, solitary woman who works as a museum 
attendant. Nothing really happens in her life. And in a life 
in which nothing happens, no moment is devoid of 
meaning. 
Montreal Festival of New Cinema, Short Film Award 

  

 

 
Kitchen, dir. Alice Winocour, 15 min. 
A woman, her husband and two lobsters. A recipe that 
turns sour... 
Official Selection, Cannes Film Festival 

 



 
Penpusher (Gratte-papier) 

 
 
Director/Writer Guillaume Martinez 
Production design Guillaume Martinez 
Cinematography Valentin Caron 
Editor Alexis Trosset 
Sound Théo Josso 
Assistant camera Thibaut de Chemelier 
Music Hubert Giraud, Jean Dréjac 
Producer Guillaume Martinez 
 
 
 
 

Cast 
Benjamin Bellecour 

Gaëlle Brunet 
Régis Desfeux 
Régis Iacono 

Lucienne Troka 
 

 
 
 

Summary 
A day like any other in the Parisian metro - or so it seems. A young man reads. A young woman 
is seated next to him. They have nothing in common, yet they will be introduced in an 
unexpected way. 
 

Career  
2006 Berlinale, Berlin – Silver Bear, Jury Prize 

2006 Mouviz Festival, Nantes –Special Mention of the Jury & Audience Award 
2006 Ecu European Independent Film Festival, Paris - Audience Award 

2007 Avignon Film Festival - Panavision Award for Best European Short 
 
 
 
 
2005 France 8 minutes, Color 
In French with English subtitles 1.85, Dolby SR 
 
 
 



 
My Mother: Story of an Immigration 

 
 
Director Felipe Canales 
Writer Felipe Canales & Farida Hamak (novel) 
Producer Farida Hamak 
Editor Felipe Canales 
Music composed by Felipe Canales 
 
 
 
 

Cast 
 

Voiceover Farida Hamak 
 
 

Summary 
This is a story of a mother who left Algeria in 1956 to reunite with her husband in Paris. The 
story of an immigrant mother. It also is the story of three generations of women: her mother, 
Zehira’s; her daughters'; her granddaughters'. 

 
Career  

Le Prix du Conseil Général, Festival de Saint Paul-Trois Châteaux (Drôme) 
 
 
2007 France 15 minutes, Black & White 
In French with English subtitles 1.33 
 
 
 



 
One Voice, One Vote (Je suis une voix) 

 
 
Director/Writer Jeanne Paturle, Cécile Rousset 
Producer Jean-Christophe Soulageon 
Editor Jeanne Paturle, Cécile Rousset 
Sound editor Julien Ngo-Trong 
 
 
 
 

Cast 
Arnaud Arnaud Delaittre 
Martine Martine Toulotte 

 
 
 

Summary 
In the run-up to the 2007 presidential elections, a look at the importance of voting. 

 
 
2007 France 13 minutes, Animated, Color 
In French with English subtitles 1.66, Dolby SR 
 
 
 



 
The Last Day 

 
 
Director/Writer Olivier Bourbeillon 
Producers Paris-Brest Production 
Director of Photography Laurent Dailland 
Editor Julien Cadhilac 
Sound Samuel Mittelman 
Music Jacques Henry 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary 
On July the 1st 2005, the 1867 Schneider and Co power hammer N°125 ceased operating at the 
former smithy of the Brest military harbour. This is the story of the machine and its workers' last 
working day. 
 
 

Career 
2006 Villeurbanne "Festival du film court" 

2007 Pantin "Festival du film court "Côté court"" 
 

 
 
2006 France 12 minutes, Documentary, Color 
In French with English subtitles 1.66, Dolby SR 
 
 
 



 
L’Origine de la tendresse 

 
 
Director/Writer Alain-Paul Mallard 
Cinematography Antoine Gianforcaro 
Editor Antony Cordier 
Music Jérôme Coullet 
Sound François Méreu 
Camera Javier Ruiz Gomez 
 
 

Cast 
Isabelle Nanty 

Elsa Lévy 
Eugène Berthier 

Arnaud Carbonnier 
Canis Crevillen 

 
Summary 

Elise is a quiet, solitary woman who works as a museum attendant. Nothing really happens in her 
life. And in a life in which nothing happens, no moment is devoid of meaning. 

 
Career 

Short Film Award-Special Mention, Montreal Festival of New Cinema 
 
 
1999 France 32 minutes, Color 
In French with English subtitles 1.66 
 
 
 



 
Kitchen 

 
 
Director/Writer Alice Winocour 
Producer Dharamsala Production 
Director of Photography Aurélien Devaux, Frédéric Heinrich 
Editor Florence Bresson 
Sound Frédéric Heinrich, Bruno Reiland, Grégoire 

Bourdell 
 
 
 
 

Cast 
Bernard Nissile 
Elina Löwensohn 

 
 

Summary 
A woman, her husband and two lobsters. A recipe that turns sour... 

 
Career 

2005 Capalbio (Italie) "Festival du court métrage" prix du meilleur réalisateur 
2005 Limoges "Festival de courts métrages" mention spéciale du jury 

2005 Tanger (Maroc) "Festival du court métrage méditerranéen" prix d'interprétation féminine 
2005 Moncton (Canada) "Festival international du cinéma francophone en Acadie" meilleur 

court métrage international 
2005 Turin (Italie) "Festival du film" grand prix du film court 

2006 Vélizy-Villacoublay "Festival du court métrage" prix du jury "1ere oeuvre" 
2006 Vannes "Rencontres du Cinéma Européen" prix de la ville 

2006 Cannes "Prix Gras Savoye /  Unifrance" 
 
 
2005 France 15 minutes, Color 
In French with English subtitles 1.85, Dolby SR 
 
 



 
PROGRAM PRODUCERÕS STATEMENT 

 
Each year since 2000, the Brooklyn Academy of Music's BAMcinématek has presented the latest 
edition of The World According to Shorts, featuring ten to twelve films from various countries. 
Qualifications include participation in a major European short film festival (the majority of films 
have been selected from the International Competition at Clermont-Ferrand's prestigious Festival 
du Court Metrage), and origination outside of the borders of the United States.  
 
The goal of the program is to introduce some of the best short films—and those who are 
responsible for them—to U.S. audiences (most are U.S. or New York premieres), thus giving the 
films a chance for broader exposure, while allowing audiences here the opportunity to witness 
innovations in the field.  
 
Past programs have included premieres of Oscar-nominated shorts, films subsequently selected 
to the Cannes Film Festival, and work by directors now noted for their feature films, e.g., David 
MacKenzie ("Young Adam") and Hans-Petter Moland ("Beautiful Country").  
 
 

PROGRAMMERÕS BIO 
 
Jonathan Howell received his M.A. in Cinema Studies from New York University, and taught 
film history and theory in Prague for two years before returning to New York, and joining the 
fledgling Ocularis film collective in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, in 1998. There, he programmed 
short films, special programs and feature films, including Love in a Cold Season, as six-week 
series of double-features dealing with lÕamour fou. 
 
In 2000, he began The World According to Shorts, which became an annual series of the best in 
foreign short films, screening at the Brooklyn Academy of Music’s BAMcinematek.  
 
Since 2001, he has worked at pioneering foreign/indie film distributor New Yorker Films. 

 
 

 
 


